Gall bladder cancer cluster in a food industry Editor-Cancer of the gall bladder and ducts (GC) is a rare disease and very little is known of its causes. ' We would like to draw your attention to a cluster of GC cases in a food industry producing chocolate and sugar confectionery.
Having learnt of two fatal cases of GC occurring in young female employees, the company physician asked us to study the occurrence of GC among the production workers. A cohort was established of 4017 women and 1871 men, identified to have been employed for at least one year during 1965-87. The cohort was followed up for the period 1965-89 in the Swedish cancer and death (to 1990 ) registries, with minimal losses to follow up. A total of five cases of GC was found in the cancer registry, including the original two cases. The expected number of cases in the study group, based on the incidence in the general population of the county where the company was located, was 1-5 (SMR = 3-2, 95% confidence interval 1-05-7-58). The same five GC cases were found in the death registry, in which we also found one case coded with liver cancer as the cause of death, although previous hospital examinations had suggested a GC. This case has not been reported to the cancer registry. The duration of employment before diagnosis was less than 10 years for four of the six cases, and the time from first employment to diagnosis was less than 10 years for three of them (table). A 
